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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), and 
State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-15, to hold City Council 
meetings electronically: 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, June 10, 
2020, opening at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki (7:35 p.m.), Cassar, Lorenz 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for June 10, 2020, as 
submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. May 20, 2020 Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12132-12134, DD3868-3891, EFT1444-1450; 

and A/P check #’s 50933-50958, EFT 2168-2180, ACH 2181-2184; TOTALING: 
$144,694.16. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works for May 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
There were no reports. 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
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He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were nineteen guests. 
 
Kathy Morley, owner of Pepinos restaurant, stated her restaurant is at risk of losing business.  She has 
had a lot of phone calls asking about outdoor seating.  People feel more comfortable with this.  They 
open Tuesday and had 45 customers and they are doing carryout, which is very different for them.  
She would like to be able to put some tables outdoors and hopes City Council will help her. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin expressed it’s nice to see and hear everybody. Every month he hopes it will be the last we 
have to meet virtually.  He is looking forward to the face to face meetings.   
   
        F-005-20 
The 2020 Census is being conducted right now.  Last meeting, we were at about 80% of our 
households responding.  This morning we were at 81.5%  So, not much progress in the past few 
weeks.  They will be starting door-to-door census taking if you haven’t responded.  So unless you 
want them coming to your door, respond online.  It only takes about 10 minutes to do. 
        A-001-20 
We are still much busier at City Hall than usual keeping everything going while City Hall offices 
were closed to the public.  Trying to keep up with the ever-changing Executive Orders was a 
challenge in itself.  We opened City Hall to the public today.  But before we could do that, we had to 
have a COVID 19 preparedness and response plan in place, and engineer safety measures for our 
employees and guests.  We built and installed a plexiglass sneeze guard across the counter, signs 
everywhere stating you have to wear a mask, marks on the floor for social distancing,etc.  That 
document is quite lengthy and will change a few times as more or less things are allowed to happen 
through executive orders.  Thank you to Patrick Runk for placing the wording on the parks and rec 
signs to use at the City Hall entrances.  
        PR-005-20 
Everybody is getting antsy about other things opening up again.  He is happy restaurants can serve 
again and went out for lunch Monday and breakfast Tuesday to celebrate.  The parks are being used 
and that’s great.  He knows there have been many comments about the restrooms being closed. We 
are doing that for a little longer for your safety.  Saying that using the bathroom is comparable to 
sitting on a park bench, because you can sit on a park bench, is laughable. 
        ZP-002-20 
We had two Planning Commission meetings in the past two weeks.  The first was only to discuss and 
make a recommendation to the City Council regarding the rezoning request.  Contrary to public 
comment, that was not done at the applicant’s request, it was done because we postponed the regular 
PC meeting date from May 5,  to May 26 in the hopes we could meet in person.  That is the same 
reason we postponed the City Council meeting to May 20.  We were hoping we could meet in public 
after May 15.  Both of those meeting changes were publicized.  Unfortunately, the Governor did not 
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lift the indoor meeting cap to allow us to meet in person. So, it was held as a virtual meeting through 
Zoom.  We then held our regular Planning Commission meeting last week, on June 2nd, and the only 
agenda item was beginning discussions of the Master Plan.  The next Planning Commission meeting 
is scheduled for July 7. 
         A-002-20 
Oakland County put together some business reopening kits for local businesses.  They are a storage 
bin with hand sanitizer, wipes, gloves, signs, and stickers for the floor for social distancing.   45 kits 
were dropped off to us to distribute through appointment.  We have 8 left.  That’s good timing since 
they took up most of our lobby space in City Hall.  But we weren’t open for people to come in, so it 
was ok.   
         B-002-20 
Oakland County is giving away oak trees to celebrate Its 200th anniversary.  They had a lot of fun 
activities planned to begin in March and they couldn’t do those.  But, we have a bunch of oak trees 
seedlings, about 2’ tall to plant in the City. We sent out a newsbyte asking if any residents wanted 
one or two to plant on their Sylvan Lake private property, not in a park or in the road right of way.  If 
you are interested, please call City Hall.  We will be asking you where you will be planting the tree to 
make sure the location is ok.  You have to plant and take care of them, but it’s easy to do. 
 
We had an island appear at the Ferndale beach this past weekend.  Martin wasn’t very happy when he 
heard it had been floating for about a week in Otter Lake and was pushed by a boat of two toward our 
side.  He wish he knew who it was.  He would be happy to deliver it back to them.  Thank you to 
Luke Cassar for offering to get rid of it.  Mike Grasser was available Tuesday morning, so we had 
him do it.  They had to make three trips with his big dump truck to dispose of it.  Martin is sure that 
will be quite costly for us for something that wasn’t ours. That has sparked a lot of conversation 
about boats creating a large wake near the reedy area of Otter Lake. 
 
Thank you to Midge Davidson for putting together a blood drive with the Red Cross on July 14th.  It 
will be at the Community Center.  I’m guessing volunteers are still needed.  You can contact her for 
information. 
         C5005-20 
We really missed the traditional Memorial Day parade this year. Thank you to Jim Smith and Kathy 
Robbins for putting up the banners to thank those that served to keep our Country free and thank you 
to Dennise Dryden for putting together a video of photos from our own past parades and services.   
A few reminders.   
 
Dogs must always be on a leash in public.  Dogs cannot be in any park or beach area with the 
exception of Lakeview from Pontiac Drive to the beach, and the parking lot side of the Community 
Center, where the volley ball courts are.  They cannot be in the front yard of the Community Center.  
Again, always on a leash and please pick up after them and throw the bag in your trash can.   
 
Gates – when the gates are closed, no motorized vehicle can drive through or around the gates.  That 
includes motorcycles, golf carts, mopeds, etc.  When the gates are closed, that section of road is 
closed to motorized traffic. 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

June 10, 2020 
 

4 
 

         P1-003-20 
We’ve gotten a few calls on small kids on small motorized bikes.  Martin hasn’t seen them, but it 
sounds like they are small mopeds, riding them on the streets.  The reports he has gotten are riding 
against traffic, not paying attention, and turning in front of cars, etc..  We will do a little more 
checking to find out exactly what they are and if the kids should be riding them.  But right now this is 
a safety conversation, not a legal conversation whether it is a bike, scooter, skate board, etc. As 
parents we need to make sure our kids are very careful and diligent about watching everybody and 
everything around us.  If those scooters are fast, you may want to consider going with them when 
they ride.  As drivers and adult walkers, we need to be very aware of all pedestrians, especially the 
smaller, harder to see ones, whether walking, biking, boarding, or running. That means absolutely no 
distracted driving.  It doesn’t matter if a driver is at fault, you still need to be careful.   
         P1-004-20 
There will be a Black Lives Matter peaceful march this Friday in protest of the tragic death of George 
Floyd.  It will start at Keego Harbor’s City Hall at 4:00 with a couple of speakers.  They will walk to 
Orchard Lake Road, then to Warwick where they will cross Orchard Lake Road at the traffic light.  
They will go all the way to Commerce road, cross at that traffic light to the Abbot School side of the 
road, and then head back to Keego for closing remarks.  We met with the organizers yesterday to 
discuss logistics.  They were very nice people and we don’t expect any issues.  The walkers will stay 
on the sidewalk and not enter the street.  We are very concerned for their safety with the Orchard 
Lake Road Traffic. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Lorenz thank Martin and the Police Department during the pandemic and all the other city workers 
too.  It is a terrible thing that happen with the death of George Floyd and some of the violet 
demonstrators.  It is good to see now more are peaceful and nonviolent. Also thank you to Kathy 
Robbins for writing letters to all the Veteran’s.  Jim Smith for his efforts, Dennise Dryden and Civic 
Center TV for putting together past parades and ceremonies to view. Next month he is looking 
forward to hopefully meeting in person.   
 
Cassar welcomed everyone.  He is also looking forward to open meetings and face to face 
discussions.  He wants everyone to have a chance to hear firsthand from City Council and City 
Manager Martin on what is going on in the city.  Residents should contact the City to get information 
they are questioning and not go on hearsay.   
 
Clarke thanked everyone for joining in the meeting.  He really does missing have public meetings. 
They understand the need to meet publicly.   He acknowledged the BLM movement and peaceful 
protests going on.  It is nice to contemptable and nice to see movements like this and where we 
reevaluate.   
 
Salemi thanked everyone for joining.  He reminded everyone to watch their speed.  There are a lot of 
walkers, dogs, and kids out there and we need to drive carefully.   
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Zubrzycki also thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  He mentioned the Police Department 
Appreciation he wasn’t sure about what that was.  Martin stated Nicole Menuck has organized food 
for the Police and City Hall.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  Fireworks   M-003-20 

 
Martin reviewed the fireworks approval process.  He further explained with the current Executive 
Order only allowing outdoor gatherings of 100 people.  He added most communities are canceling 
their fireworks for this summer.  He feels they should do the same and just wait until next year.  They 
are not private; we would end up with thousands of spectators in our city and parks.   
 
Clarke agrees with not allowing them.  His opinion to not allow large gathering in close proximity.  
He understand the desire to want to have them. 
 
Cassar agrees the fireworks draw so many outside people and you can’t restrict them. 
 
Scott Baumgartner would like to see them postponed to a later date, instead of denied.   
 
Lorenz shared he has had a lot of conversation with Martin and the Boat Club on this.  The Council 
has to do what is right for the City.  If they want to apply for later date they may do so.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to deny the application from Gen-X Pyrotechnics for a 
fireworks display requested for July 3, 2020. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:     None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
B.  Budget Amendments FY 2019/2020 

     B-005-20 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the budget amendments for the fiscal year 
2019-20 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRED 
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C.  Ordinance 351, New Section – Temporary Special Events 

       O-006-20 C4-002-20 
Martin explained with the pandemic and restaurants losing business the LCC has loosened its 
restriction for outdoor seating.  This is to make up for limited seating indoors.  This loosening still 
requires local approval.   
 
We do allow outdoor seating, but it is a special land use requiring a site plan submittal and review, a 
public hearing held by Planning Commission, a recommendation to, and final approval by City 
Council.  If we made them go through that process, they would lose the summer. 
 
This ordinance creates a new Article that will allow an expedited approval process.  They will still 
need to submit an application and plans.  If they are acceptable, the approval will be quick. 
 
This ordinance is really designed for the pandemic and we will likely remove it or amend it at a later 
date.  
 
Clarke feels this a great thing to do.  He asked if this would allow food trucks at the beach.  Martin 
replied it would not.  It has to be an extension of an existing business. 
 
Cassar is in supporting the local businesses and agrees it is the right thing to do. 
 
Lorenz also agreed and wants to help our local businesses.   
 
Scott Baumgartner wants to support our local restaurants.  He asked how the number of seats is 
determined.  He lives close by and doesn’t want noise to be a concern or outdoor audio allowed.  
Martin explained any noise would fall under our noise ordinance with amplification level they have 
to follow.  Seating for Pepinos will probably be at the front of the building so the building would be a 
buffer for noise.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve Ordinance 351, adding a section for Temporary 
Special Events to the Code of Ordinances. 
 

    Yes:  Lorenz. Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 

 
D.  Appointment to Tri-City Fire Board 

     A2-004-20 
Mayor Lorenz stated Patricia Holiahan’ s term on the fireboard will expire on June 30th and she is 
willing to continue on the Board.  Mayor Lorenz appointed Patricia Holiahan to the Fire Board for a 
two-year term. 
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 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Patricia 
Holiahan to the Fire Board for a two-year term. 
 
 Yes:  All. 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
E.  Appointments to GWBCCC 

     A2-005-20 
Mayor Lorenz stated Phil Ross and Sharon Miller’s term expire on June 30th and both are willing to 
continue.  Mayor Lorenz appointed Sharon Miller to a three-year term and Phil Ross to a two-year 
term to the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communications Commission.      
  
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Sharon Miller to 
a three-year term and Phil Ross to a two-year term to the Greater West Bloomfield cable 
Communications Commission.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
F.  Wastewater Service Agreement with Oakland County 

     SW-005-20 CA-001-20 
Martin reviewed prior discussions of a new agreement with Oakland County to keep our sewage 
disposal fees as they currently are instead of increasing approximately 40% to pay for a share of the 
capital improvement to Pontiac’s system. If we were to stay with the old contract our fees would 
increase 20%.  The Attorneys have reviewed the document. 
 
Lorenz is confused about the meter.  Martin explained the Water Resource Commission owns the 
meter and we own the meter pit, the space it is in.  Cassar asked if this is the meter that was at fault 
all the time. Martin replied, that is correct, but they replaced it.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the Wastewater service agreement with 
Oakland County as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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G.  Employment Agreement 

     CA-002-20 P1-005-20 
Martin reviewed they have been discussing hiring a police chief for a long, long time.  Martin has 
talked with a lot of candidates and other Police Chiefs.  He met Brian Bassett at a conference but did 
not discuss employment.  Then talking with the neighboring Chiefs West Bloomfield, Bloomfield 
Twp., Keego Harbor and Orchard Lake, Brian’s name came up again.  Martin vetted him before 
talking Bassett.  He is more than qualified.  The question was would he be a good fit for Sylvan Lake.  
Martin feels his ideals fit very well with ours.  He is a very easy-going guy.  He spent over 20 years 
working his way up in Southfield, to the position of Deputy Chief.  Martin is very emotional about 
the position.  He is ready to let someone else handle the position.  Martin discussed with City 
Council; he was looking at Bassett.  With Council’s approval of the agreement, he is ready to have 
Bassett start.  Martin noted as the City Manager he does the hiring, but he did want City Council to 
have a hand in it. This was supposed to happened in April and then the pandemic happened.  At the 
first real public meeting where we are allowed to gather again; Martin will have a real swearing-in 
ceremony with Bassett and the public.   
 
Lorenz thanked Martin for all the work he has done over the last seven years.  He has done a 
wonderful job and has made things run really smooth here in the city.  He acknowledged Sylvan is so 
lucky that John Martin has devoted his whole life to the city.  He thanked him.  
 
Brian Bassett thanked City Council and John Martin for the opportunity to serve Sylvan Lake. He is 
joining Sylvan Lake during the most challenging time for our country and law enforcement, but he 
sees and opportunity to serve all equally.  He looks forward to meeting everyone in person and 
serving Sylvan Lake.  
 
Salemi welcomed Bassett and he looks forward to meeting him.   
 
Clarke thanked Martin for talking on the task when our police department had a lot of bad press.  He 
cleaned it up and made tough decisions.  He put a lot of effort into being the Director of Public Safety 
and he believe the only reason it went on for so long is because it was so hard to find someone that fit 
right and what was important to Sylvan Lake.  He welcomed Bassett and is excited to meet him. He 
believes he will bring a lot of diversity training and a lot assets to our force to progress the 
department.  He thanked Martin for all he has done. 
 
Cassar conveyed this is an unpleasant way to express their thanks to Martin.  Martin has always been 
there and done the right thing for the city.  The residents of Sylvan couldn’t have been more fortunate 
to have him.  He has done an extraordinary job.  He thanked him.  Cassar welcomed Bassett and they 
are excited to have him on board. If there is anything the Council or residents can do for him, to call 
out.  Bassett feels the same and encouraged everyone to reach out to him too.  He will make himself 
available right away, as he starts on Monday. 
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Zubrzycki welcomed Bassett and is glad to have him.  He looks forward to seeing him on the streets 
and in the office.  Zubrzycki  acknowledged Martin saved the city a ton of money.  Martin balanced 
threes job at once and he is hoping with having Bassett here it will help free up his time again.  He 
thanked him deeply. 
 
Lorenz thanked Martin for including City Council in the hiring process.  Lorenz shared City Council 
only hires two people, the City Manager and City Attorney.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the employment agreement with Brian Bassett 
as the Chief of Police to take effect June 15, 2020.   
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


